
Chance Court (16th Avenue/Terrace) Area 
Circulation Improvement Project 

 
Meeting Notes 

 
SUBJECT: Chance Court (16th Ave Terrace) Area Circulation 

Improvements 

PROJECT NO.: MOA PM&E  

GROUP: Public 
DATE: August 16, 2007 

TIME: 7 – 9 pm 
LOCATION: Anchorage Senior Center, Anchorage 

MEETING OUTREACH: Postcard to mailing list, announcement at Fairview 
Community Council meeting 8/9/07 

MEETING ATTENDANCE: 12 (from sign in sheets) 
MEETING MATERIALS: 1) Handouts: Agenda and comment sheet;  

2) Graphics – Purpose and Need, Aerial photo with project 
design outline applied. Typical cross section, Landscaping 
plan, Project Schedule 

STAFF PRESENT: MOA PM&E: Dave Gardner, Kinney Engineering LLC:  
Arnold Harder, USKH: Alex Prosak, Earthscape:  Elise 
Huggins, Brooks & Associates: Anne Brooks, Kathy Burgess 

MEETING INFORMATION:  
 
This was a meeting to present the current state of project design and discuss it with the public. 
 
The public was greeted at the door, asked if they would sign the sign-in sheets and provided with 
a comment sheet and agenda.  Project materials were available for viewing and discussion with 
team members.  A presentation was made at 7:30 p.m. Arnold Harder went over the project 
purpose and need and how the design elements answered it.  Elise Huggins presented the 
landscape plan, and Arnold concluded with a review of the schedule.  He reminded everyone that 
this was the last opportunity to comment or make suggestions—design will proceed quickly from 
this point and construction will be next season.  There will be one more meeting before 
construction to let the neighborhood know what to expect during the construction period. 
 
Comments and questions from the public during the presentation and in discussions with project 
team members and are summarized here.  The public’s remarks are shown in italics; project team 
responses are given in plain type. 
 
What will the pathway connect to? 
Eventually it will be joined with other paths to connect 15th Avenue with Chester Creek.  This 
path is shown in the city’s trails plan.  The Chance Court pathway will be constructed with the 
project even though it may not immediately connect with the trail shown in the trails plan. 
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Why are you giving extra space to the residences on the south side of the street?  They’ll just use 
it for parking. 
Because we now have a wider right of way, we want to give the community some landscaping 
along that part of the road right-of-way.   Residents to the south will have their parking on their 
property.  In the right-of-way, we have allowed 5 ft for snow storage in addition to the area 
allowed for landscaping. 
 
Nobody will look at the landscaping.  People just drive straight through without looking at 
anything. 
I have a different opinion.  I look at it, and maybe having it will help get some of the junk 
cleaned up in the area. 
 
Why did you change the name of the road? 
The municipality required that the name be changed because the street is not actually in the right 
of way of 16th Avenue.  A property owner suggested the new name and people who live on the 
street had an opportunity to participate in the naming. 
 
Why is there so much parking on the north side? 
The parking on the north meets standard design layout for this type of street, parking on the 
south has been eliminated, which is not typical for this type of street.  We heard from the public 
that there is a need for parking in the area.  MOA design criteria requires parking on at least one 
side of the road.  Residents on the south are losing some spaces, possibly as many as 5 or 6 due 
to the driveway curbs.  In addition to their own parking, they also need to have spaces for visitor 
parking.  Also, parked cars provide traffic calming.  There are city programs to address junk cars, 
etc. if that becomes a problem, but there are good reasons for having the parking. 
 
I’d like to see this street to show elements of the Fairview community character.  There are 
opportunities for placement of the Fairview signature fencing, for instance on the west where the 
existing fence has deteriorated.  Bollards like on Karluk would be good in some of the south 
islands to keep vehicles out of the landscaping. 
 
Westbound drivers will have to make a jog to go from the alley to Chance Court at Nelchina.  
Parking on the east side of Nelchina obscures sight distances and may obstruct vehicle paths.  
Some” no parking” signs there would be a good idea. 
 
It would be good to underground utilities with this project as was done on 15th. 
 
At the west end of lot 17 (new east-end abutting lot along the north property line), there is a sight 
distance concern at the driveway.  Stop the proposed fence at the west property line and remove 
trees that obstruct sight lines from the driveway.  Install boulders in-place of trees and fence to 
keep pedestrians from short-cutting the corner and keep them on the pathway and sidewalks. 
 
Eliminate the clump of spruce trees that are on the north side at the west end.  They block views 
from the adjacent driveway onto the road.  Provide a substitute evergreen tree further to the 
east, maybe instead of the Hawthorne tree shown on the plans. 
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Design the fence so that it blocks pedestrians from cutting through at the west end on the north 
side, but make it so you can see through it from the adjacent driveway.   
 
Add rose bushes and boulders on the north side at the east end similar to the west end. 
 
Remove the large spruce tree at the east end; it blocks sunlight into the adjacent yard. 
 
Add the Fairview fence to the south property line.  Use it to keep cars from parking in the right-
of-way. 
 
Written Comments Received at the Meeting 
 
• Looks Great!  Do it as planned. 

• I like the fact they kept as much of the old growth along the fence.  Most of the design looks 
fine to me.   

• The old growth trees are a good barrier that leaves space for more bushes to enhance the area. 
• Impact to home on east lot could be reduced if parking was minimized and sidewalk was 

moved south.  Put parking just on the northwest lot. 
• Fairview signature fencing should be placed on south entry lots to establish more context 

with Fairview. 
• Utilities should be undergrounded. 

• Bollards should be considered on the south side to protect the placement of additional 
landscaping in the medians. 

• Bench should be re-thought on north side. 
• Northeast corner of Nelchina and Chance Court should be signed “no parking” to improve 

clear vision triangle of westbound traffic from Orca. 
• Proposed alternative seems to address the safety and access issues. 

• Increase sign distances at corner of new street for traffic safety. 
• More parking is good. 

• Proposed landscaping and buffer seem pleasant and attractive. 
• The parking will hopefully relieve park issues on Nelchina. 

• Increased parking enforcement would help parking problem. 
• Please do not add signature fencing – impedes snow storage. 

• The design looks very good, but it’s too bad there are no plans for any park benches.  
According to Arnold, placing benches by the homeowners’ fences on the north side will lead 
to people tossing beer cans over these fences after they sit on the benches and drink the beer.  
I think the desire to minimize littering is legitimate.  Has there been any thought to putting in 
trash cans (whether or not any benches are ultimately installed)? 
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• Thanks for all your work soliciting public input on this project.  This has been a fine example 
of a collaborative problem solving exercise. 

• I hope you will be able to incorporate some Fairview signature fencing, perhaps at the 
corners.  There are many examples of this throughout the neighborhood (but no doubt you’ve 
seen it before!).  

 
 
Related documents on file: 

Sign in Sheets 
Handouts (Comment Sheet)  
Comment Sheets received at meeting  
Meeting graphics 
Mailing List 
Postcard Mailer 

 


