
 
 

Meeting Notes 
 

SUBJECT: Glenn Highway MP 34-42 Reconstruction 

PROJECT NO.: Federal: NH-0A1-5(24); State: 58104 
GROUP: Design Open House 

DATE: May 3, 2012 
TIME: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

LOCATION: Hoskins Building, Alaska State Fairgrounds, Palmer, AK 
MEETING OUTREACH: State of Alaska Online Public Meeting Notices (4/9/12); 

Postcard meeting notice sent to 3317 individuals, elected 
officials, regulatory and government agencies (4/20/12); 
Display ad in Anchorage Daily News (4/18/12 and 4/26/12); 
Display ad in Frontiersman (4/20/12, 4/25/12, 4/27/12, and 
5/2/12); Constant Contact email notice to the Glenn Highway 
subscribers on 4/19/12 and on 4/30/12 to all Mat-Su projects 
(Parks Highway MP 44-52, South Mack Dr. Extension, Parks 
Connectors: Museum Dr & Machen Rd, Fairview Loop 
Rehabilitation). 

MEETING ATTENDANCE: 157 individuals signed in 

MEETING MATERIALS: Aerial photo with design overlay, project fact sheets for Glenn 
Highway 34-42, comment sheets; notice of Fall 2012 Mat-Su 
Transportation Fair 

STAFF PRESENT: DOT&PF:  Jim Amundsen, Lynda Hummel, Allen Kemplen 

HDL:  Dennis Linnell, Carita Backman, Nick Oliveira, David 
Lundin 

Kinney Engineering: Randy Kinney, James Smith 
Brooks & Associates:  Anne Brooks, Joann Mitchell, Dawn 
Groth 

MEETING INFORMATION:  
 
Attendees were greeted at the door and ask to sign-in and briefed on the open house format, 
location of materials, and availability of project staff to answer their questions. Staff members 
were on hand to answer questions. 
 
Individuals impacted by right-of-way issues were able to discuss concerns with DOT&PF Right-
Of-Way staff. 
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Project team members from the Palmer-Wasilla Highway Eastern Terminus project were also at 
the meeting with information about that project. 
 
Twenty-four people submitted comments.  In addition, Alaska Railroad Corporation and 
Anchorage Sand and Gravel submitted detailed written comments.  The team is continuing to 
coordinate with these major stakeholders in separate communications. 
 
The public comments recorded on comment sheets are provided below. Team responses are 
noted in italics. 
 
Traffic flow from Felton to Helen to Moore to Glenn seems to be high volume.  The connection 
to Helen to Glenn at Inner Spring seems more complex.  I do agree the re-design of Inner 
Spring/Glenn/Moore desperately needs to be done.  I would submit the idea of cooperation 
between DOT, City of Palmer, and Borough to extend Helen directly to Glenn/Inner Springer 
intersection. This is outside of the Glenn Highway corridor and will be coordinated with the City 
of Palmer/Mat-Su Borough project for inclusion in a future project. 
 
 
Instead of so many traffic lights, people can use frontage roads.  Thus, access to traffic lights is 
available, eliminating the need for ½ mile traffic exchanges. The project team has and will 
continue to evaluate whether traffic signals are warranted throughout the project corridor as the 
design develops and prior to construction. Traffic signals will be provided where warrants are 
met. 
  
 
Please keep us informed on the route and how it will impact our business. 
The project team will provide regular updates to project stakeholders at meetings in the area 
and through web site updates. 
 
It is important to my business to bring the walking path all the way to Fox Run RV Campground.  
Seasonally, we have up to 100 people that need access to the trail.  It would also be beneficial to 
have access to the public transportation at the hospital park and ride by having a means to reach 
it from the Glenn.  There’s currently no pedestrian or bike access to the park and ride. 
Multiuse trail access will be provided to this property from the existing trail system. The team is 
working with Alaska State Parks to extend access to Matanuska Lake State Recreation Area and 
the future location of the Mat-Su Visitor’s Center. 
 
Need access to Lots #73 and #74 off frontage road.  I will need access to each of these lots off 
the frontage road and across the bicycle path.  These rights of ways or access roads should be 
dedicated and paved when the access road is constructed.  (without paved access across the 
bicycle path and off the frontage road the property is almost land locked) 
 
Buy all 12.5 acres and make it a park and ride and bicycle lot.  Park there Lot #73 and #74 and 
bicycle Springer or bike path to Willow/Talkeetna. 
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The design will accommodate existing access to properties. Should new access be desired, 
property owners will need to work with DOT&PF to obtain a driveway permit. Any new access 
to the main highway will be right-in right-out only. 
  
Please construct bike (multi-purpose) trails on at least one (with bridge crossing) or better still on 
both sides of the newly designed roadway. A multi-use pathway is being provided on the north 
side of the highway, north of the frontage road. It would not be possible to accommodate a 
pathway on the south side of the highway within the Alaska Railroad right-of-way. Trail users 
may cross the Glenn Highway at median openings approximately every ½ mile. 
 
Also, we believe it is critical to make the intersections of Inner Springer Loop/Glenn and 
Cienna/Glenn more user safe.  The present offset is very dangerous. The project team will be 
participating on a Diagnostic Team (consisting of representatives from the Alaska Railroad, 
DOT&PF, Mat-Su Borough, City of Palmer and consultants) to evaluate the at-grade railroad 
crossings throughout the project area and will consider the Diagnostic Team’s 
recommendations. 
 
There needs to be traffic lights at the Coleen/Grandview intersection.  They could be activated by 
sensors so disruption to the highway flow would be minimal. The project team has and will 
continue to evaluate whether traffic signals are warranted throughout the project corridor as the 
design develops and prior to construction. Traffic signals will be provided where warrants are 
met. 
 
Re-route frontage road from behind DMV building along bluff south behind Kopperude and 
Stewart fields. 
 
Less impact on homes and businesses along that area. 
This proposed routing at the toe of the bluff was marked on maps at the meeting by commenters 
and received comments both pro and con from area stakeholders. The reroute would cross the 
Patton Farm that has been designated as a historic resource. If other reasonable alternatives are 
available we are bound by historic preservation regulations to avoid any impacts to this historic 
resource. The team will continue to look at frontage road routing that avoids historic properties. 
 
The new highway makes access to the range difficult.  Would it be possible for the state to 
construct an access road to the range parking lot via Herman Road? The team will continue to 
look at ways to accommodate access to the range. 
 
Would it be possible for the state to adjust the ROW to avoid taking out the well and a portion of 
the range facilities (between range building and highway)? The team will evaluate adjustments to 
the multi-use pathway design to avoid the well and minimize impacts to the range’s facilities. 
 
If the ROW cannot be adjusted at MP 38.5, can the range expect financial aid to rebuild removed 
facilities, well replacement, land purchase, and extension of range? If the improvements cannot 
be accommodated without impacts to the range facilities, the right-of-way acquisition process 
will address reimbursement for facility impacts. 
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Thank you for the meeting.  Excited about the multi-use trail and lights at Inner Springer turn-off 
as well as at the Noisy Goose.  Continue to keep us informed.  Do your best to include that multi-
use trail that is proposed.  We would use it frequently as part of our healthy exercise program. 
 
Concerned about the noise level??  Concerned about our driveway to our garage. 
A Noise Analysis will be performed for the project when the design is closer to final. The 
analysis follows the DOT&PF Noise Policy dated April 2011. The Noise Policy and related 
documents can be found here: 
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwddes/desenviron/resources/noise.shtml 
 
The new intersection (Colleen Drive and Grandview) would like a traffic light—NOW—it is 
hard to get across highway.  The project team has and will continue to evaluate whether traffic 
signals are warranted throughout the project corridor as the design develops and prior to 
construction. Traffic signals will be provided where warrants are met. 
 
Reroute the access road at South Rose Drive to avoid disrupting 2 businesses that are currently 
providing employment to numerous Valley residents.  Propose possible rerouting has been 
indicated on one of the aerial maps. The team will continue to evaluate the access to adjacent 
properties along the roadway and impacts to businesses. The Right of Way Acquisition process 
provides compensation for business relocation generally resulting in little to no loss of 
employment. 
 
We as well as a neighboring business and at least 2 residences in the South Rose Drive cul-de-
sac have never received any notice of any meetings, yet my daughter who lives at least ¾ mile 
away from the corridor did.  Better and more thorough communication is sorely needed.  (Note: 
The team verified that the commenter’s name and correct address were on the mailing list as 
were the neighbors.  Emails provided on the sign-in sheet have been added to the email list). 
   
It’s safer to have multi-use trails on both side of the road. The team is able to provide a multi-use 
pathway on one side of the road. Providing a multi-use pathway between the Glenn Highway and 
the Alaska Railroad tracks is not feasible. 
 
What is done in the core of Palmer is critical: 1) Design should calm traffic—not speed it up;  
2) Pedestrians—walking and biking—are priority;  
3) Glenn thru Palmer must be beautiful;  
4) Dogwood intersection is the key. 
It is not recommended or appropriate to provide traffic calming on a highway. These features are 
best accommodated on local/neighborhood streets.. Pedestrians and bicyclists are being 
accommodated throughout the corridor on the multi-use pathway. The DOT&PF is working with 
the City of Palmer to 1) determine an appropriate level of amenities the project can 
accommodate and 2) develop agreements for maintenance of any added amenities. The 
DOT&PF does not provide these facilities without a signed agreement for maintenance. 
We would like to meet with one of your representatives at our Board Meeting next Thursday, 
May 10, 2012 at 7:00 at the Matanuska Valley Sportsman Shooting Range (Matanuska Valley 
Sportsmen) The project team met with the shooting range board as requested. 
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I like what I see; everything appears to be well thought out.  I am sure that some people won’t be 
happy but I think that this should work out well for the majority of people. 
 
Thanks for the multi-use trails! 
 
Multi-use trail should be an important part. 
 
Rebarchek Road intersection through Red parking lot should be thoroughly looked at. 
The project team is working with the Alaska State Fair to coordinate this as well as the other 
accesses included in the project. 
Did you know that the Glenn Hwy is designated a “scenic by-way”??  Have you made 
accommodations (landscaping, preserving trees) to keep the reconstruction scenic??  Grass banks 
look sterile, not scenic and are not welcoming as you enter Palmer.  The team is aware that the 
Glenn Highway is designated a scenic by-way. As noted above, the team will work with the City 
of Palmer and others to address amenities along the corridor, however, an agreement will need 
to be in place to maintain them. 
 
I am very glad for the bike paths, keep the ORVs off please.  The project addresses the hazardous 
spots such as the Inner Springer Loop intersection nicely.   
Keep the speed limit 55 mph and then 45 mph as it is and use speed calming such as trees along 
the sides. There is no plan to change the speed limit on the corridor. 
 
This has been needed for a long time.  Wonderful job!  It will be much simpler/less complicated 
than it is now to get onto the Glenn Hwy from the Springer system and the Palmer-Wasilla 
Highway. 
 
Overall plan makes sense.  I hope the naysayers to planning and progress don’t have the final 
say. 
 
Thanks to all the staff present and pleasantly answering all the questions posed. 
 
Drainage is an issue.  Currently during breakup water flows in both directions “from highway 
down Crimson View and from Crimson View towards highway.  All water drains into my front 
yard.  I set up 2 sump pumps and pump into open field, sometimes for 3 weeks straight to keep 
from flooding crawl space.  With the road and path closer and more run off for me to handle, 
what will you do to improve this so my house won’t flood? 
The project will design for and accommodate all road drainage within the road rights of way 
using best management practices.  
 
What type of noise barrier will be installed?  The highway is extremely noisy now.  Can’t 
imagine what it will be with the highway closer and a frontage road even closer.  A Noise 
Analysis will be performed for the project when the design closer to final. The analysis follows 
the DOT&PF Noise Policy dated April 2011. The Noise Policy and related documents can be 
found here: http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwddes/desenviron/resources/noise.shtml 
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I am part owner of Kepler, Inc property and owner of Kepler Park campground at Mile 37.4, 
Glenn Highway.  I have not submitted comments earlier because it is hard to come up with 
words to emphasize how I feel about the proposed highway improvements.  I know no matter 
what I say, the project will still go through.  I also own private property with a residence at mile 
38, Glenn Highway.  I am concerned about the negative impact the expansion will have on my 
business and property.  As I understand it, the expansion would wipe out most of the existing 
area used by our business, create an impractical approach for access, and with a meridian 
between lanes there would be no turning lane for customer access, which includes camp trailers 
and motorhomes.  With no frontage road or turning lane, this would require driving a long 
distance out of the way just to access the business and driveway to my (and many other) 
residences.  Kepler Park has been in existence for 60 years.  Construction of the (new) Glenn 
Highway cut right through the middle of the original park, and now, with this expansion, 
threatens to do away with the business entirely.  The obvious result being a significant or total 
loss of income for my business.  Upon hearing about this expansion, our customers and 
neighbors are appalled because of the effect it would have on Kepler Park.  It is a place they have 
enjoyed for generations and hope to enjoy for years to come.  Many of our customers have fond 
childhood memories and are now bringing their children and even grandchildren to Kepler Park 
to create memories of their own. 
 
Another big concern I have is for the impact the expansion would have on the immediate 
lakeshore since it would be in direct contact.  That, in turn, would effect wildlife, fish, and water 
fowl.  The lakes I am referring to are Kepler, Bradley, and Echo Lake so there would be three 
bodies of water effected.  The team will continue to work with owners of Kepler Park to address 
impacts and mitigation for the project. 
 
 
Related documents on file: 

Sign-in sheets 
Handouts  
Comment sheets received at meeting  
Meeting graphics 
Mailing list 
Postcard mailer and e-mail reminders 
Ad Affidavits of Publication 


