
 
Meeting Notes 

 
SUBJECT: Glenn Highway, MP 34-42 
PROJECT NO.: AKSAS 58104/NH-OA1-5(24) 

GROUP: Public 
DATE: August 7, 2013 

TIME: 4 – 8 p.m. 
LOCATION: Menard Sports Center, Wasilla, AK 

MEETING OUTREACH: See Table 1. Meeting Outreach 
MEETING ATTENDANCE: 386 individuals signed in at the meeting 

STAFF PRESENT: DOT&PF: Jim Amundsen, Robert DeVassie  
HDL:  Dennis Linnell, Carita Backman, David Lundin, Nick 
Olivera 
Brooks and Associates: Anne Brooks, Camden Yehle, Mellie 
Park, Josephine Wenrick 

MEETING INFORMATION:  
 
Attendees were greeted at the door and asked to sign in. They were then provided with a diagram 
showing the layout of the event. Over 50 Mat-Su transportation projects, agencies, and 
transportation providers were represented. Community members were encouraged to ask 
questions of the project teams and to provide written comments. These comments are provided 
below. All specific questions submitted have received an individual response. 
 
The following written comments were received for the Glenn Highway project: 

• Dennis, Anne, and Jim, thanks for “saving” our home!! We are so appreciative!! 
Email comments within one week of the public meeting (team responses are in italics): 

• One person emailed to express support for the “full median opening/traffic signal at 
Cienna/South Inner Springer Loop, making it a much surer and safer ingress/egress for 
our three subdivisions than it is now.” He also wanted to express opposition to adding 
Vermillon as a new intersection with the Glenn Highway. He suggested earth berming as 
noise dampener and beautification feature.  
Team response: Thanks for your comments on the Glenn Highway reconstruction project. 
In response to several of your comments/questions I offer the following: Vermillion 
connection -- this connection seemed like a logical access to the project team when 
creating the intersection with E. Outer Springer Look and access to the Mat-Su 
Borough's planned fire station which is planned at the end of the cul-de-sac. (See figure 3 
of 6, 4/20/2013 drawings on the website.) We have sent letters to the homeowner's 
association in an attempt to determine the consensus view from the whole subdivision. 
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Frontage roads -- as the project has developed, some of the planned frontage roads have 
been eliminated or shifted in response to adjacent property owner concern, 
environmental considerations or cost. Some future frontage will need to be developed as 
the adjacent property develops. 

Sound absorption -- the project team completed a noise analysis for the project. It turn 
out that it is not cost effective, within the Federal and State funding limits, to provide 
noise barriers in the project area. Noise barriers are cost effective where there is higher 
residential density and where there are fewer openings in the proposed barrier. Earthen 
berms would require additional right of way and higher costs. 
Thank you for your continued interest in the project. If you have time on Wednesday, stop 
by the Mat-Su Transportation Fair at the Curtis D. Menard Memorial Sports Center in 
Wasilla between 4 and 8 pm to view the latest design. 

• The right of way impacts have not been updated on the Glenn Highway, MP 34-42 from 
the 2012 to the 2013 on the web. We are impacted and would like to view the current 
one. 

• I am just so encouraged by your efforts to fully include the community. I must live in a 
proverbial "cave," but I'm so appreciative of your many efforts to solicit community 
input. Would be so, too, even if we didn't "get our way" with being able to keep our home 
and property. With so much negativity in the media about government and big brother...I 
think your process has truly been transparent and welcoming. The "sound barrier" would 
have been nice, but...! 

• I am the president of the Crimsonview Homeowners Association and would like to know 
what you need from us in regards to the Vermillion Drive access. 
 
I have spoken to several people regarding this, and everyone I have spoken to is opposed 
to this access – it is not necessary and will only increase the amount of traffic coming 
through our neighborhood. The Cienna Avenue access will allow sufficient access to the 
Glenn Hwy without placing any additional burden on our roads. 

Team response: Thanks for your email Debbie. We would appreciate receiving a signed 
resolution from the Crimsonview Homeowners Association stating this preference, which 
would demonstrate a consensus based on a meeting of homeowners. It would be good for 
us to have a resolution on record, since we have and may continue to hear from others 
that feel differently. 
Thanks for your interest in the project and email informing the team of your homeowner 
association position.  I am copying the project team on this response so they may inform 
the design team of their decision regarding the connection. 

• Is it possible that no one in your firm has been on the stretch of the Glenn Hwy that the 
changes for traffic lights between Outer Springer Rd and Inner Springer Rd, with pushing 
Vermillon thru to the Glenn Hwy, have ever been out here to see the traffic flow. Please 
come out here when the State Fair starts and get the feeling of what a disaster that these 
lights would create. My reason for you to come out for the season to see the traffic would 
be to show that when the fair is not in season, that the traffic during the week is about 
half of what the fair traffic is. Pushing Vermillon thru to the Glenn Highway is equally 
insane. How do you justify routing traffic thru a residential street that will put the flow 30 
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ft. from houses or do you plan on buying our homes? Were will the traffic go that comes 
in from the Glenn are we just adding speeding cars to buzz around the neighborhood 
trying to figure out where to go? Thank you for the time and thought on this. 

• One person called to find out the separation distance between the multi-use pathway and 
the back of her property and to check the status of the noise study. The team emailed the 
related drawing and said the noise study question would be followed up on. 

• Thanks for “saving” our home!! We are so appreciative!! God Bless you!! 
General comments from social media: 

• ADOT&PF’s Facebook page saw 26 shares, 30 likes, and 4 comments relating to posts 
about the Transportation Fair. 

• Maybe someone can tell them that the traffic circles are dangerous and stupid for 
Alaska!!!! 

• Really smart putting one @ Bogard & Trunk. Anyone who has ever been at the 4 way 
stop @ Bogard and the soon to be "old" Trunk when the schools let out, would tell you 
only a imbecile would have designed a traffic circle @ Bogard and the "new" Trunk. 

• It took a while to get used to the round about by the hospital, but I like it now. There is 
probably a good reason why it isn't wider, but having the room, I don't know why it isn't a 
few feet wider. It remains to be seen how the new one by colony high will work. It may 
be fine. I live by the hospital one, and have yet to see any glass being swept after an 
accident, nor any accidents. 

• This event is during the dinner hour, will you have food? Yes, we will have light snacks, 
coffee and water available for attendees. 

Other general comments from attendees: 

• My group really likes how you set up this Transportation Fair. Would you be able, and 
willing, to send me any outline or organizational pieces of how you set it up? 

• This was a fantastic event? Thanks so much for holding it. It was well-organized, the 
people helping at each station were both helpful & knowledgeable. And I was so 
impressed with the healthy food—the fruit & vegetables. Thanks! 

• Great event! Lots of information. #1 Maybe some group or agency could give out big 
maps to better locate these various projects –so we do NOT forget when we leave. #2 – 
Public transit is going to be more & more important in the years ahead. Public transit 
needs more public exposure. So many folks do not know how MASCOT and Valley 
Mover serve residents. Please give them more publicity and exposure. Thank you. 

• Make this event 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.  Thanks. 
 
Table 1. 2013 Mat-Su Transportation Fair Outreach 
Date Outreach Method 
07/01/2013 Mat-Su Transportation Fair logo showing dates on the following Mat-Su area 

web sites:  
Fairview Loop Rehabilitation 
Glenn Highway MP 34-42 
Museum Drive Extension 
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Date Outreach Method 
Machen Road Extension 
Parks Highway MP 44-52 
South Mack (Clapp Road) Extension 
Trunk Road: Parks Hwy to Palmer-Fishhook Road 
Mat-Su Borough 

07/06/2013 
07/30/2013 

Email notice and reminder via Constant Contact to the following project lists: 
Alaska Roundabouts, Parks Highway MP 44-52, Glenn Highway (MP 34-42), 
Lucille Reconstruction, Trunk Road: Proposed southern extension, South Mack 
Dr. (Clapp Road) Extension, Parks Connectors: Museum Dr & Machen Rd, 
Fairview Loop Rehabilitation, Trunk Rd: Parks Hwy-Palmer Fishhook, Mat Su 
Community Councils, Boards and Commissions 2012, Palmer-Wasilla Highway, 
Lucus Rd 

07/25/2013 Request sent to the online calendars at Cities of Wasilla, Palmer, and Houston, 
the Mat-Su Borough, Frontiersman, Anchorage Daily News, and Make a Scene 

07/29/2013 Postcard mailer sent to Parks Highway, Glenn Highway, Fairview Loop, Lucus 
Road, Clapp/South Mack Road, Palmer-Wasilla Highway, Petersville Road, 
Museum Road and Machen Road mailing lists. 

Jul –Aug Ed. Display advertising in Make a Scene 
07/30/2013 DOT&PF letters to Parks Highway stakeholders affected by changed in Phase III 

(Pittman Road to Big Lake Road) right of way changes. 
07/31/2013 
08/07/2013 

Anchorage Daily News, Mat-Su Edition display advertising 

07/31/2013 Email invitation sent by CRW Engineering Group LLC to their Knik-Goose Bay 
Road project list. 

08/02/2013 Frontiersman display advertising. 
08/04/2013 Meadow Lake Community Council Email invitation sent mailing list subscribers  
08/04/2013 Frontiersman printing of Transportation Fair project listing and layout. 
08/02/2013 
08/07/2012 

Notices posted on the ADOT&PF, Mat-Su Borough, Alaska Railroad 
Corporation Facebook pages 

08/03/2013 
08/07/2013 

Meeting notice via ADOT&PF Twitter feed 

08/06/2013 Frontiersman article “Hit the Road, Transportation fair to answer your 
questions.” 

08/09/2013 Frontiersman article “Trails, roundabouts among ideas at transportation fair” 
 
Documents on file: 

Postcard Mailer 
Display Ad 
Mailing List 
Comment Sheets received at the meeting 
Sign-In Sheet 
Meeting Graphics 
 


