
 SEWARD MERIDIAN PARKWAY  

IMPROVEMENTS, PHASE II 
Palmer-Wasilla Highway to Seldon Road 

Project Number Z512210000/0001417 
EVENT NOTES 

 

SUBJECT: Seward Meridian, Phase II 

PROJECT NUMBER: Z512210000/0001417 

GROUP: Public 

DATE: Thursday, May 3, 2018 

TIME: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

LOCATION: Cottonwood Creek Elementary, library and classroom 

800 N Seward Meridian Pkwy, Wasilla 

OUTREACH: See Table 1. Event Outreach 

ATTENDANCE: 42 people signed in 

MATERIALS: Aerial photo with proposed project overlay, sign-in sheet, 

comment sheets, and fact sheets 

STAFF PRESENT: DOT&PF: Cynthia Ferguson, Kristina Busch, Chris Post, 

Sterling Lopez, Kim Campo-Allen, Michael Wanzenried, 

Gerard Billinger 

Brooks & Associates: Anne Brooks, Camden Yehle 

EVENT INFORMATION:  

This joint public open house provided information on both Palmer-Wasilla Highway, Center Left 

Turn Lane Widening and Seward Meridian Parkway Phase II projects. Attendees were greeted at 

the door and asked to sign in. Community members were encouraged to ask questions of the 

project teams and to provide written comments.  

Verbal comments recorded by the team included the following. 

• Many attendees expressed verbal support for the project and cited the increased 

development in the corridor and near-constant traffic. 

• One attendee wanted to know about the status of funding, he felt that he was receiving 

conflicting information about when construction would start. He elaborated that he felt it 

should be sooner rather than later. 

• Several attendees from the community northwest of Seward Meridian Parkway and 

Seldon Road intersection expressed concern with the potential additional traffic and high 

speeds along Lakeview Road. 

• A few attendees commented about the trash and human activity occurring on the State of 

Alaska property located at the northwest corner of the Seward Meridian Parkway and 

Bogard Road intersection. 

Attendees submitted feedback on comment sheets in response to the following questions. 
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How do you use the project area? 

• Resident. 

• Work for the school district – all over district.  

• School – I am the principal at Cottonwood Creek.  

• Property owner. 

• Residential – Shores of Ancient Tree.  

• Daily driving – live off Legacy Lane.  

Does the design and schedule as shown meet your needs?  

• Yes. 

• Yes. I believe this project will significantly reduce traffic on Bogard and the nightmare 

that is at the Cottonwood Creek School and neighboring medical/commercial complexes 

on Seward Meridian.  

• Yes, I do believe this will help with traffic congestion. We did have a bus accident last 

spring when it pulled out to cross traffic so having a light will increase safety. I am also 

glad to see the bike path. Could we also add flashing school zone lights in this project? 

Traffic doesn’t slow down so it’s difficult to pull out during drop off and pick up hours. I 

understand there is also a need for a stop light at the medical complex. What if we created 

a flashing light during drop off and pick up times at Cottonwood 8:45-9:15 a.m. and 

3:30-4:00 p.m.? Then put in the main stop light at the medical complex? I’m not sure if 

that’s feasible but with the increased number of businesses and all-day traffic on E. 

Meridian Park Loop, that might be a better option. We would definitely want to maintain 

the plan for the crosswalk into Cottonwood. Thanks! 

• No, would rather trade ROW [right-of-way] from the southwest corner of SMP [Seward 

Meridian Parkway] and Bogard in exchange for the non-economic remainders of the two 

lots to the south of us. Would like to do a similar exchange on the northeast corner as 

well.  

• Please move the signal to SM [Seward Meridian] and E. Meridian Park Loop/E. 

Birchwood Dr. due to the residential neighborhood and the multitudes of businesses and 

the new assisted living facility being built. The new Maple Springs Care Facility being 

built on E. Meridian Loop Parkway will add a ton more traffic to this equation. Put a 

flashing yellow by the school instead of a signal. Thanks. 

• Hurry – widening needed for years. 

How did you hear about the meeting? 

• Email forwarded by North Lakes Community Council. 

• Mailing and emails.  
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• Email. 

Attendees submitted the following notes on the project map.  

• Speed limit sign on Seward Meridian, just north of the Palmer-Wasilla Highway. 

• Traffic signal crossing at Seward Meridian and East Meridian Park Loop/East Birchview 

Drive. 

• The lot in the northeast quadrant of Seward Meridian and Bogard Road has trash, drugs, 

and needles. 

The team received the following comments by phone and email prior to or after the meeting. A 

horizontal line separates each comments and responses are provided in italics. 

 

 

Anne, I’m really glad I had the opportunity to stop at the subject open house. This proposed 

project (SM extension) will impact my life and not sure if it will be a positive or a negative 

impact. I own the side-by-side duplex at 3601 E Birchview Dr. Just across from Image Audio 

store. I see traffic every day pile up on East Birchview Dr. waiting to take a left turn and 

sometimes it requires patience just for me to exit my driveway. I’m patient and always someone 

eventually lets me out to join the queue. I saw the concept drawings today at the open house and 

was impressed, I can tell this project has been in the planning stages for a long time and glad that 

this has been made available to the public today to come and see the plan and ask questions. I 

lived in AK my whole life and can remember Wasilla’s first traffic light that replaced the four-

way stop at the Parks Hwy and KBG/old Main Street intersection. I can remember it was a two-

hour drive to get to Wasilla from Anch as we had to go thru Palmer on the old Glenn prior to the 

knik river crossings etc. So I’ve seen Wasilla grow since 1968 and know the need for projects 

like these. 

 

I hope they will seriously consider a traffic light at Birchview and SM intersection because I 

think it would be good for the folks that live at Ancient Tree Estates for safety reasons. I think 

that anyone that has had the experience making a left turn from Birchview would understand 

this. I know it’s not on the current design but I thought I would take this time to suggest it for 

consideration. I imagine you get heaps of suggestions and mine is just another to add to the 

bucket. Anyway, I want to thank you for coordinating the effort for public input and putting up 

with the good idea fairies that always have their $0.02 to add. Thanks again. Team response: 

thank you for your detailed comment. I am sharing with the entire team. We appreciate the detail 

you provided as it helps us do our jobs. Have a great day. Anne Brooks, P.E., Public 

Involvement Specialist. 

 

Thanks Anne for reaching out. I am unfortunately out of state and cannot attend. 

 

Hi Anne, Do you know if there a plan to replace missing speed limit signs on Seward Meridian 

Parkway? Currently there is no speed limit sign posted when you turn on to Seward Meridian 

from Palmer Wasilla Highway. The only posted speed limit (which is 35 MPH) is at the 

intersection of E Bogard and Seward Meridian. 
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The lack of speed limit signs creates a dangerous road not only for traffic, but pedestrians and 

people on bicycles. Pulling out onto Seward Meridian form the side streets is a challenge since 

most of the traffic flies by anywhere from 35-50 MPH due to lack of signage. If I didn’t live off 

Seward Meridian I would think the speed limit was 45-50 based on daily flow of traffic. 

 

I work 8-5pm, but plan to stop by the meeting after work to see hear what the current status of 

the project is. Thank you. Team response: I’ll forward to the Maintenance and Operations folks 

and project manager for a response to your question. We will look forward to seeing you at the 

meeting. Anne Brooks, P.E., Public Involvement Specialist 

 

Hi Anne, Do you know who is negotiating the right of way for these two projects? Is it DOT or 

consultants? Thanks. Team response: I’m not sure. I’d check with Kevin Jackson (Palmer-

Wasilla Hwy) or Cindy Ferguson (Seward Meridian) for details. Anne Brooks, P.E., Public 

Involvement Specialist. Response Update: The ROW agent is Sterling Lopez for the Palmer-

Wasilla Highway project and Linda Koenig is the agent for the Seward Meridian project. Both 

are DOT&PF employees. 

 

We live on Cottonwood Way in Shores of Ancient Tree subdivision (for 25 years) and would 

like to make the following suggestion/comments regarding the current plan for Seward Meridian 

improvements we viewed at CWC school last week: 

 

If a signal light is inevitable on this stretch of SM, we see a much greater need at the intersection 

with East Meridian Park Loop/East Birchview Drive than the current slated location on East 

Country Field Circle. This would allow for safer entry/exit from our neighborhood (Ancient Tree 

and Shores of Ancient Tree) as well as safer entry/exit for traffic using the multitude of medical 

office buildings on the west side of SM.  If not here, then the intersection with East Meridian 

Park Loop/North Meridian Place.  There is a very large facility under construction on East 

Meridian Park Loop that, when completed, will house a 60 apartment skilled 

nursing/assisted/memory care/hospice living complex. This will greatly increase the amount of 

in/out traffic at that location. It seems that maybe this huge new facility was not considered when 

the planning for a signal light was slated at East Country Field Circle. 

 

We are also wondering if simply a flashing yellow school zone light may be considered at East 

Country Field Circle for school safety and no other traffics signals, but rather letting the middle 

turn lanes serve their purpose.  

Lastly, we would like to see proper speed limit signs installed. The current signs coming from 

Bogard and P/W highway are not seen as they are too close to the intersections where a driver’s 

focus is on traffic. They need to be placed a bit further from the intersections please. Speeding on 

this section of SM is a huge problem and will only get worse with all the new facilities being 

built. 

 

We would be very interested in hearing back from someone regarding these thoughts, if possible. 

Thanks. 
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Table 1. Event Outreach 

Date Outreach Method Description 

04/09/2018 Meeting notice posted to project website Event notice posted to the project 

public involvement page 

http://brooks-

alaska.com/pwh/public_involveme

nt.html 

04/10/2018 Postcard mailer Postcard sent to approximately 

2330 residents, property owners, 

businesses, agencies, and elected 

officials 

04/16/2018 Community Council notice Request to forward event notice 

sent to Gateway and North Lakes 

Community Councils  

04/16/2018 Community calendars A request was sent to the Mat-Su 

Valley Frontiersman and 

Anchorage Daily News to post the 

event on online calendars 

04/16/2018 DOT&PF online calendar Notice posted on the DOT&PF 

online calendar at 

http://dot.alaska.gov/creg/calendar.

shtml 

04/19/2018 DOT&PF online notice Event invitation sent as a State of 

Alaska Online Notice   

04/19/2018 

05/02/2018 

Email notice and reminder Inviting the public to the event, 

243 sent, 48-42% open rate, 29-

25% click rate 

04/25/2018 Radio public service announcement Request to air event notice sent to 

local radio stations  

04/26/2018 Facebook post  Event invitation posted to the 

DOT&PF Facebook page  

04/26/2018 Newspaper advertisement Meeting notice published in the 

Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman 

 

Documents on file: 

Outreach 

Fact sheet 

Comment sheets 

Sign-in sheets 

Project graphics 
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